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to settle between the natives who were waiting their turn'to con-
sult him.

The mosque at Sidi Okba is spoken of as being the most
ancient Mohammedan building in Africa, which is saying a good
deal, considering the material of which it is built; mud, clay,
stone, arid wood, as usual, but wonderfully preserved by the
extreme d'ryness of the atmosphere. The remains of the illus-
trious warrior and marabout, Okba, are interred in the mosque,
under a khouba, and screened off in one corner. Many hun-
dred years ago he headed an expedition to conquer Africa, arid
after extending "his conquest from Egypt to Tangiers, he
spurred his horse into the Atlantic, and declared that only
such a barrier could prevent him from forcing every nation be-
yond it who knew not God to worship him only or die."

We accomplished all the sight-seeing; and having been jolt-
ed and cramped in a small vehicle for two hours before arriv-
ing, we became thoroughly exhausted for want of food, and
returned to thfc-CaicTs house to smell our breakfast if we could
not taste it, and were shown into the garden surrounded by a
high wall. The verdure was confined to a few patches of vege-
tables, a few young lemon and lime trees, and a labyrinth, of tall
bamboo, sear and yellow, affording no shade save for lizards
and scorpions. The only dense shade of foliage was under an
immense orange-tree, where an arbor was formed of palm
branches over which grew vines and creepers, the latter with
flowers something like the morning-glory. Carpets and matting
were spread, and on three sides of the tree a divan was formed
of rugs and various cushions, of which several were of Touarez
make. The leather made by this tribe for the purpose men-
tioned is stained red or yellow, and patterns are pointed in
black; but the peculiarity of the design is that it is formed by
cutting the leather with a sharp knife and peeling off thin